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The aim of this course is to expose students to readings, lectures, and documentary
films in English that offer alternative analyses of contemporary socio-political issues. By
doing so, students will gain an understanding of social issues from varied {and often

critical) perspectives, and learn to not rely only on mainstream interpretations of complex

social phennomena.

This course is intended to be a discussion-based rather than a lecture—based course.

During the first half of the course, I will be the discussant, choosing the reading
materials and leading the discussions. However, during the second half of the course,
students will be the discussants and choose particular readings that interest them. In
this manner, students will take part in designing the course to meet their individual

needs and interests. Discussions will be in English although Japanese use will be

allowed.

LD

Readings will be assigned on a weekly basis. Students will be given copies of the readings one weel in
advance, with the expectation that they will come to class the following week prepared io discuss the
contents of the assigned reading for the week. In addition to assigned readings, [ will periodically lecture
on fopics such as Third World development, U. S. military interventionism, or racism in the United
States. Students will be expected to take lecture notes and be prepared for group discussions the
following week. Lectures will be supplemented by documenéary films related to the lecture topic. There

will be no required texts for this course. Since this course is student-designed, the readings (and
lecturesjwill reflect the interests of the students.

@ X & W

Grades will be based on class attendance, class participation, and a 3-4 page analysis

of the first 12 weeks of class discussions (to be written in Engiish).

1 hope that students, by realizing that various relevant interpretations of social phenomena are possible, will
gain the confidence to express their opinions on a wide variety of topics. It is only through discussion and

exposure to a wide range of perspectives on any given issue that a meaningful understanding of often complex
and multi-faceted social phenomena can be made,
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Week 1 Intreduction to the course

Week 2 - 12 Teacher-selected reading " lecture  film based discussions
Week 13 - 23 Student-selected reading-hased discussions

Week 24 Open discussion and course summation
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:_ BB A BEEA i D. G. Moen

The aim of this course is to gain a critical understanding of the Third World
“development” paradigm offered by international agencies such as the World Bank, and

assess its worth from the perspective of the peoples directly affected.

During the first ha!f of this course, through discussions based on lectures, documentary films, and assigned
readings, we wili explore some of ways in which governments of First World countries such as the United
States and Japan, representing the interests of major corporations based in thir countries, have directly
contributed (during the postwar era) to the dramatic increase in Third World poverty, starvation, militarization
and human rights gbuses, and environmental destruction and cultural collapse. Some of the topics we will
cover wili include sexism and racism ; colonialism and imperialism ; deforestation, mining and damming ; the
Green Revolution and export processing zones ; and militarization and genocide.

This will lead into the second half of the couse in which students will give oral presentations (either
individually or in grouos) of their fieldwork exercise. Each student will do a minimum of sight hours of
participant observation research on the topic of his/her choice (related to environment or development issues)

in an accessible location, taking fieldnotes. Students will note their successes, setbacks, surprises, and
adaptations for class discussion.

5_
;“;
A
b
Readings relevant to the lectures will be assigned on a weekly basis. Most readings
z . . . . L . )
will be in English, with two or three readings in Japanese. Students will be given
& copies of the readings one week in advance, with the expectation that will come to
3¢ | class the following week prepared to discuss the contents of the assigned reading
ﬁk for the week. There will be no required texts for this course.

Grades will be based on class attendance, class participation, and a 3-4 page fieldwork
analysis to be written in English. Students will write an informal 3-4 page discussion of
their fieldwork experience on the research on the topic and setting, methods used, and
data gathered, which evaluates the field experience. The grade will not be based on
English proficiency or the relative “success” of the fieldwork, but on the student's
analysis of the fieldwork project.

R

P

i HE e o

I expect students to attend class on a regular basis so that they will become familiar
with not only the course materials and their intended message, but with the varied

experiences and interests of their fellow students as well.
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